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  A new report released Wednesday by the U.S. Department of Education highlights what it says are effective strategies by colleges and universities to increase college access and to support successful outcomes for low-income students. But officials also stressed in a separate conference call that there’s still a lot of work to be done on this front.
Fulfilling the Promise, Serving the Need: Advancing College Opportunity for Low-Income Students highlights public and private institutions of higher education that enroll relatively high shares of students from low-income backgrounds who receive Pell Grants, and who graduate at relatively close to the same rates as all students. The report also looks at colleges whose Pell Grant recipients earn at least $25,000 annually six years after enrolling.
Here’s a chart from the report highlighting those statistics for certain four-year public institutions of higher education—the Education Department says these are examples of good outcomes for students:

            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    

        
    

    
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    

        
    

    

    
    
    
    
            

    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
    


                        
                    
                
            

        

The report also highlights efforts by President Barack Obama’s administration to increase the pathways for students from low-income backgrounds to attend college, from increasing Pell Grant funding to expanding tuition tax credits and establishing more manageable methods of repaying student loans. 
In addition, the report highlights the administration’s “First in the World” initiative that focuses on strategies to improve outcomes for students in higher education (particularly for students from low-income backgrounds) at places such as Georgia State University, Spelman College, and the University of Southern California. 
But on a conference call with reporters to discuss the report, Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. said that too many barriers remain for low-income students seeking admission to colleges and universities, and that significant graduation rate gaps persist between Pell Grant recipients and students who don’t receive Pell Grants.

            
                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    

        
    

    
        
            
    
            

    

    
        

    

        
    

    

    
    
    
    
            

    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
    


                        
                    
                
            

        

“Unfortunately, today, those success stories are the exception, and they ought to be the rule,” King said, adding that the success stories in the report aren’t the only ones for people to study.

            
                
                    
                        
    
    




                    
                
            

        

The report states, for example, that among the most-selective higher education institutions as identified by a 2014 Barron’s report, only 3 percent of students come from the bottom-income quartile.
Roberto Rodriguez, the deputy assistant to Obama for education, told reporters that the administration doesn’t want to call out specific institutions that are falling short, but instead thinks highlighting successful strategies and publicizing colleges and universities that have done well will make a major difference. 
Asked how the issue of college affordability can be addressed aside from increasing direct student aid, Undersecretary for Education Ted Mitchell also highlighted instances where colleges and universities have either frozen or reduced tuition costs.
“We understand from those institutions that it’s been an important driver of enrollment,” Mitchell said.
Read the full report.



    





        
            
        

        
            
            
                
  
    
      
      
            
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
            

    

    
        

    

    
    
     







      
      
    

  

  
    
      
        Andrew Ujifusa
      

    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
            Assistant Editor, 
            
            
            
            
                Education Week
            
            
        

    

    
      Andrew Ujifusa was an assistant editor who covered national education policy and politics.

    

    
        
  
    	 
  twitter




  




    
  




            
            

        

        
            
  Related Tags:
  
    
      College
    
  




        

        
    

  

  


                    

                

                
    
         

        
            
                
    

    
        
    Politics K-12


    



    

    

    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
                Protesters gather for the March For Our Lives rally in Detroit, among the demonstrations against gun violence held on the heels of recent mass shootings in Buffalo, N.Y., and Uvalde, Texas.
            

            
            
            
                KT Kanazawich for Education Week
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Federal

        
      

      
    
    

    
      What Educators Need to Know About Senators' Bipartisan Deal on Guns, School Safety
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Evie Blad, June 13, 2022

                •

                

          
            4 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
                U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona, is seen during a White House event on April 27. The following day, he defended the Biden administration's budget proposal on Capitol Hill.
            

            
            
            
                Susan Walsh/AP
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Federal

        
      

      
    
    

    
      Lawmakers, Education Secretary Clash Over Charter School Rules
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Mark Lieberman, April 28, 2022

                •

                

          
            5 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
                President Joe Biden delivers his first State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress, with Vice President Kamala Harris and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in attendance.
            

            
            
            
                Sarahbeth Maney/The New York Times via AP
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Federal

        
      

      
    
    

    
      7 Takeaways for Educators From Biden's State of the Union
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Evie Blad, March 2, 2022

                •

                

          
            3 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
            
        

        

        
    
      
  View Collection
  
  
  

    



    






            

        

        
    




    
        
    Most Popular Stories


    



    

    

    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
            
                Mary Hassdyk for Education Week
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Equity & Diversity

        
      

      
        Explainer
      
    
    

    
      What Is Critical Race Theory, and Why Is It Under Attack?
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Stephen Sawchuk, May 18, 2021

                •

                

          
            10 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
            
                 Education Week + John Minchillo/AP + iStock/Getty Images
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Science

        
      

      
        Opinion
      
    
    

    
      The Solar Eclipse Is Coming. How to Make It a Learning Opportunity
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Dennis Schatz & Andrew Fraknoi, March 8, 2024

                •

                

          
            3 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
            
                Laura Baker and Vanessa Solis/Education Week via Canva
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        Teaching Profession

        
      

      
        The State of Teaching
      
    
    

    
      DATA: 5 Key Insights Into America's Teachers
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Alex Harwin & Laura Baker, March 6, 2024

                •

                

          
            2 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
            
        

        

        
    


    





    
        
    Related


    



    

    

    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

    
    
    
        
    
    
    
    
        
            
        
    

    
        
            
        
    

    

    
    
    
    
                

            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    
     







    

    
    
        
        
            Open image caption
            
        
        
            
            Close image caption
            
            
            
            
            
                IIIerlok_Xolms/iStock/Getty
            

            

        

        
    
    

    
    




  

  
    
    
      
        

        College & Workforce Readiness

        
      

      
    
    

    
      The New FAFSA Is a Major Headache. Some High Schools Are Trying to Help
    

    

    

    


    
      
        
                Elizabeth Heubeck, March 11, 2024

                •

                

          
            4 min read

          

          
        

      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
            
        

        

        
    


    





    
        
    Resources


    



    

    

    
        
        
            
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

  

  
    
    
      
        
            
              This content is provided by our sponsor. It is not written by and does not necessarily reflect the views of Education Week's editorial staff.


                Sponsor
            

        

        College & Workforce Readiness

        
      

      
        Whitepaper
      
    
    

    
      Driving Student Success with Career-Connected Learning
    

    

    
    
        
        
            
                Content provided by Defined
            
        

        

        

        
    

    

    


    
      
    
        
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
                    
                        
  
    
  

  
    

  

  
    
    
      
        
            
              This content is provided by our sponsor. It is not written by and does not necessarily reflect the views of Education Week's editorial staff.


                Sponsor
            

        

        College & Workforce Readiness

        
      

      
        Sponsor
      
    
    

    
      A Better Online Tool to Help in the College Search Process
    

    

    
    
        
        
            
                Content provided by College Rover
            
        

        

        

        
    

    

    


    
      
    
        
            
                
                    
    
  
    Remove
    
    Save to favorites
  




                
            
        
    
  



  



  


                    
                
            
        

        

        
    


    




    



    


            

        


        
        
    
  


  
    
      
        Sign Up for EdWeek Update 

      
      
        Get the latest education news delivered to your inbox daily.

      
      

        
          
            
        
    Email*
    


        

    



          
            

          
            

          
        

        Sign up

        
          Thank you for subscribing.

        

      

    

  
  





        
  
    
      
        
      
      
    


    
      
  
    
      	
    About Us
  
	Our Organization 
    

	Our History
    

	Our People
    

	Careers at EdWeek
    



    
      	
    Contact Us
  
	Letters to the Editor
    

	Help/FAQ
    

	Customer Service
    

	Contact the Newsroom
    



    
      	
    Get EdWeek
  
	Subscriptions
    

	Newsletters & Alerts
    

	Group Subscriptions
    

	Content Licensing & Permissions
    



    
      	
    Do Business With Us
  
	Advertising & Marketing Solutions
          
        
    

	Recruitment & Job Advertising
          
        
    

	K-12 Market Intelligence
          
        
    

	Custom Research
          
        
    



    
  

    
  


  
    
      
        
  
    High contrast
  


        
        
          
  
    
      	
    ©2024 Editorial Projects in Education, Inc.
  


    
      	
    Terms of Use
  


    
      	
    Privacy Policy
  


    
  

        
      

    

    
      
        
          
  
    	 
  twitter


	 
  instagram


	 
  youtube


	 
  facebook


	 
  linkedin




  



        
      

    
  



        
    
