ATTACHMENT A

Table of Applications to be Funded

	#
	PR/Award Number 

(Application #)
	Applicant
	Requested 
Funding
(FY 2011 Funds)
	Recommended 
Funding 
(FY 2011 Funds)

	1. 
	B413A120005
	Arizona
	$25,080,554
	$25,080,554

	2. 
	B413A120003
	Colorado
	$17,946,236
	$17,946,236

	3. 
	B413A120006
	Illinois
	$42,818,707
	$42,818,707

	4. 
	B413A120001
	Kentucky
	$17,037,544
	$17,037,544

	5. 
	B413A120002
	Louisiana
	$17,442,972
	$17,442,972

	6. 
	B413A120008
	New Jersey
	$37,847,648
	$37,847,648

	7. 
	B413A120004
	Pennsylvania
	$41,326,299
	$41,326,299

	
	TOTAL
	
	$199,499,960 


	$199,499,960 




ATTACHMENT B

Project Abstract – Arizona
Arizona built off of the momentum from its Race to the Top Phase 2 application by turning it into the Arizona’s Education Reform Plan, “Arizona Ready,”  the State’s blueprint for comprehensive education reform. In Phase 3, Arizona has selected to use Race to the Top funds to support projects from its Phase 2 application that reflect the current needs and priorities of that reform plan: establishing five regional education centers; supporting the transition to Common Core State Standards (CCSS); and, improving data systems to inform educational decision-making. Since Phase 2, various stakeholders have collaborated to outline the reach and purpose of regional education centers. With Phase 3 funds, the State will operationalize these centers by hiring a coordinator and content specialist at each center. In collaboration with the Arizona Department of Education and local counties, the centers’ first task will be to support participating local educational agencies in the form of professional development and technical assistance around transitioning to CCSS. In addition to this work, Arizona will invest in information technology services to support course mapping and student-teacher-data link processes. These data systems will support data-driven decision-making at the local, regional and state level. The State’s STEM efforts will focus mainly in the transition to CCSS, with additional external support from Science Foundation Arizona. 

ATTACHMENT C

Project Abstract – Colorado

Colorado’s education agenda establishes as a primary purpose ensuring that all students are prepared for success in a competitive world where expectations for advanced academic and technical skills will be more prevalent than ever before.  The requested Race to the Top Phase 3 funds will enable Colorado to build upon and accelerate the State’s early implementation efforts towards advancing four high-leverage components from its Race to the Top Phase 2 application by: (1) building strong statewide capacity (2) transitioning to college- and career-ready standards; (3) improving educator effectiveness; and (4) continuing with STEM integration.  

Colorado’s process, which creates integrated connections between and among these four initiatives, promotes a cohesive execution plan to propel its education agenda forward.  The State’s newly created Race to the Top office will lead efforts concentrating on assisting school districts in developing and disseminating high-quality tools that can build local capacity in transitioning to and implementing a new set of college- and career ready expectations.  The State intends to advance STEM initiatives by embedding activities from a STEM in Action grant across all content areas.  Colorado will act upon recently passed legislation, which directs school districts to adopt new educator evaluation systems consistent with its Phase 2 application, by providing technical assistance and statewide training to prepare school districts to implement the required elements of their educator evaluation systems.  Colorado proposes that the described initiatives and activities represent the State’s biggest levers for achieving its ultimate goal of preparing all students for postsecondary and workforce success.

ATTACHMENT D

Project Abstract – Illinois

Race to the Top Phase 3 funding will provide Illinois with an opportunity to further accelerate the implementation of the State’s education reform outlined in its Phase 2 application. With continued commitment and support from education leadership throughout the State, Illinois has established three goals for its Race to the Top Phase 3 plan – creating a group of “reform exemplars” among participating LEAs that will agree to meet a high bar for implementing a comprehensive set of reforms; building systems and processes to continue and sustain improved student outcomes for all participating LEAs; and building State capacity to extend reforms statewide.  

The State’s Race to the Top Phase 3 plan will support and expand the reform efforts, aligned to its Race to the Top Phase 2 plan, already underway in the State.  In particular, its Race to the Top Phase 3 award will be used to support or partially support the following activities: 

· Build State and LEA capacity by creating the Race to the Top Leadership and Implementation team, the Center for School Improvement, implementing the revised State Report Cards, and supporting participating LEAs’ use of integrated and comprehensive continuous improvement plans.
· Support transition to the Common Core State Standards and high quality assessments by supporting participating LEAs in the delivery of standard-aligned instruction, creating P-20 STEM Programs of Study with STEM Learning Exchanges, and establishing LEA assessment systems.

· Promote effective use of the Illinois Shared Learning Environment through regional and online LEA support networks and portable institutes.  

· Support the evaluation, placement, and support of educators by providing evaluation supports including an evaluator pre-qualification and training program, establishing partnerships with participating LEAs to support the placement of high quality teachers in schools with high poverty and high minority students, and developing induction and mentoring programs for beginning educators.   

This plan will also have an impact on STEM education in the State by funding the establishment of a new, innovative public-private infrastructure to advance STEM Programs of Study; focusing standards implementation supports on mathematics and science integration into the curriculum; establishing a technology platform for the delivery of STEM resources; and providing induction and mentoring supports targeted to STEM educators.

ATTACHMENT E

Project Abstract – Kentucky
Kentucky’s Race to the Top Phase 2 application included an agenda for whole system comprehensive reform strategies predicated on the notion that increased educator effectiveness leads to improved student learning outcomes.  Kentucky plans to use Race to the Top Phase 3 funding to invest in strategies to advance teaching and learning across the Commonwealth by focusing on two initiatives – the Continuous Instructions Improvement Technology System (CIITS) and science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education. CIITS is described as a “one-stop shop” technology support system for Kentucky educators that will also customize student’s learning experiences, personalize educators’ professional growth, and coordinate district and school level planning and monitoring for student success.  Funding from Race to the Top Phase 3 will allow Kentucky to implement the following components of CIITS: the Educator Development Suite, which will organize educator effectiveness ratings and will enable Kentucky to integrate new models for measuring effective teaching, and the formative assessment system. Given the rural nature of the Commonwealth, Kentucky recognizes the benefits of technology solutions in disseminating exemplar practices and models to its educators.  Similarly, Race to the Top Phase 3 will provide funds to allow the Commonwealth to provide more meaningful STEM-related experiences to P-12 students.  Kentucky will use Race to the Top Phase 3 funds to support STEM education by scaling up the AdvanceKentucky project, which is aimed at engaging underserved and underrepresented student populations in advanced STEM courses.

ATTACHMENT F

Project Abstract – Louisiana
Louisiana’s Race to the Top Phase 3 application outlines the State’s plan to support and advance the Louisiana Education Reform Plan, with the goal of creating a world-class education system for children across Louisiana.  The State’s $17,441,985.60 proposed budget will allow Louisiana to build on its proposal in its Phase 2 application and progress to date implementing reform work in four key areas: Human Capital, School Turnaround, Organizational Excellence, and Instructional Improvement.  In particular, Louisiana plans to:

· Build participating LEAs’ capacity to develop and implement reform plans by providing support and technical assistance services through the District Support Office. 

· Develop and deliver professional development modules aligned with the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics and increase the number of STEM courses offered by LEAs.

· Expand the State’s instructional improvement system, Enhanced Assessment of Grade-Level Expectations (EAGLE), to provide teachers with access to real-time benchmark data to inform instruction and increase the number of statewide common assessments that can be used to measure student growth in non-tested grades and  STEM subjects. 

· Implement a Comprehensive Performance Management System statewide to measure teacher and leader effectiveness and increase professional development resources available for STEM teachers.

· Expand the Model Staffing Initiative and provide professional development to promote effective hiring and staffing practices in participating LEAs, to ensure an equitable distribution of effective teachers in the lowest-performing schools.

· Expand effective leader preparation programs through a network of Louisiana Leadership Academies and expand successful programs to prepare STEM teachers through effective alternative certification programs.

· Invest in scaling and incubating high-performing charter operators, with an emphasis on STEM-themed charters, and provide participating LEAs with Louisiana Best Practices Funds to support innovative reform plans to drive improvements in low-performing schools.  

An emphasis on advancing STEM education is embedded throughout Louisiana’s application; the State proposes to incorporate STEM initiatives in participating LEAs’ scopes of work, teacher preparation and professional development activities, its data systems and standards and assessments plans, and efforts to turn around low-achieving schools.

ATTACHMENT G

Project Abstract – New Jersey
The NJDOE plans to use its Race to the Top award to accelerate the pace, expand the scope and improve the quality of the education reform initiatives that have been launched since the time of its Phase 2 application. Activities include: (1) developing an Instructional Improvement System (IIS), instructional support tools, and model curricula that will assist teachers and leaders in the transition to Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and high quality assessments; (2) launching its newly created teacher evaluation system statewide and pilot a new evaluation system for principals; and (3) enhancing its charter school application review and renewal processes. 

The New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE) Director of STEM will participate in developing math and science model curricula and formative assessments at the elementary and secondary school levels. Using their Race to the Top allocation, participating LEAs will be permitted to partner with the Progressive Science Initiative or Progressive Math Initiative, successful programs designed to improve math and science instruction.

ATTACHMENT H

Project Abstract – Pennsylvania
Through its Race to the Top grant, Pennsylvania will focus on implementing key components of the governor’s education reform agenda. The State plans to expand student and teacher access to quality courses and instructional resources to improve student achievement, particularly in STEM subjects. To that end, the Pennsylvania plans to increase access to rigorous online coursework and further develop the State’s online educator resource portal and related professional development. Access to meaningful data is another key component of Pennsylvania’s Race to the Top Phase 3 plan. The State has proposed to develop two web-based resources: a report card that conveys public school performance in key areas, including academic achievement and fiscal status; and an educator dashboard that provides immediate access to classroom data to inform instructional decision-making. Pennsylvania also plans to refine and implement teacher and principal evaluation systems that incorporate student performance results as a significant factor. In addition, the State plans to then provide professional development in the use of the new evaluation systems, including how to utilize the information to improve teacher and principal effectiveness. Finally, the State will coordinate within the agency to develop better tools and processes for overseeing charter schools and improve communication and technical assistance strategies to increase public understanding of charter schools.

