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BURR, GREGG INTRODUCE NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND REAUTHORIZATION BILL, MAINTAINS STRONG ACCOUNTABILITY, STRENGTHENS PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT


WASHINGTON– U.S. Senators Richard Burr (R-NC) and Judd Gregg (R-NH), members of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee today introduced the first comprehensive reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act to be introduced in the 110th Congress.  The proposal maintains strong accountability provisions in the bill and strengthens a number of teacher and parent initiatives.


Senator Gregg, one of the four authors of the 2002 No Child Left Behind Act as then-Ranking Member of the Senate HELP Committee, stated, “The bill we are introducing today preserves the key tenets of the No Child Left Behind Act, while rightly responding to the legitimate concerns we’ve heard from parents, teachers and principals around the country.  We maintain the accountability set forth in current law, which has contributed to historic increases in student achievement.  In the 5 years since the passage of NCLB, student achievement has increased more than in the 30 years previous years combined.  While the bill preserves the NCLB accountability system, it also provides additional flexibility to help schools target resources and interventions to students and schools most in need of assistance  


Senator Burr stated, “


The No Child Left Behind Act, passed into law in 2002, constituted the largest education reform in decades, and coupled that reform with historic increases in education funding.  The law set a mission of ensuring that every child in our country has the opportunity to get the best education available.  It focused on children, parents and the local school districts rather than bureaucratic systems. The Burr-Gregg 2007 NCLB reauthorization bill continues this mission, while making adjustments in some areas as a result of listening to feedback on the law. Please see the attached detailed summary of the Burr-Gregg legislation.  
Highlights of Burr-Gregg No Child Left Behind Act of 2007
· The Burr-Gregg No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 is the first comprehensive reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act to be introduced in either the House or the Senate.  

· It reflects many of the recommendations made by the U.S. Department of Education, the Education Trust, the Council of Great City Schools, the Hispanic Education Coalition, the Business Coalition for Student Achievement, and the Commission on No Child Left Behind.

· The bill builds on the cornerstone of NCLB-- holding schools accountable for the academic performance of ALL children and empowering parents to make better choices for their child’s education.  

· The No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 builds upon the basic tenets of NCLB that have led to historic increases in student achievement. Since the passage of NCLB, the U.S. has witnessed a greater increase in student achievement in the last 5 years than in the 30 previous years combined, as well as a significant narrowing in the achievement gap between African-American, Latino, and White students. 

PRESERVES EXISTING ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM

Notably the No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 preserves the following foundational principles of NCLB:

· Maintains the goal that all children reach grade-level proficiency by 2014.

· Keeps in place annual testing in grades 3-8 and at the high school level. 

· Keeps in place an accountability system rooted in state standards and state assessments.

· Maintains accountability without the addition of multiple measures and keeps a laser-like focus on grade-level achievement in math and reading.

Responds to educator and parental concerns

While maintaining the fundamentals of NCLB, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 rightly responds to legitimate concerns parents, teachers, and principals have raised regarding the original legislation. 

· In response to concerns raised about impracticable accountability timeframes, the bill streamlines the accountability timeline to make it easier for schools to develop and implement plans to improve student achievement and to focus on what matters most—teaching and learning.

· Recognizing that schools and their needs vary tremendously, the Burr-Gregg bill allows for differentiated consequences to ensure that schools where a majority of students are not performing at grade-level are treated differently from schools where a small segment of the school population is not meeting state standards – these differentiated consequences will allow districts and schools to target resources and interventions to students and schools most in need of assistance.
· In response to calls for a growth model to measure individual student progress towards grade-level proficiency, the bill expands the Department’s seven state growth model demonstration to all 50 states. Eligible states must adhere to the 2014 proficiency deadline, have robust data systems, maintain well-established assessments, and set annual goals based on grade-level proficiency standards, not on students' backgrounds.
· Recognizing that schools need additional assistance to help limited English proficient (LEP) and special education students in meeting state standards, the bill provides greater flexibility, focus, and resources to help schools with special populations.  
Notably the bill:
· Grants new flexibility for LEP students who are new to the country; the scores in reading and math for new LEP students would not be included in a school’s accountability measure for the first two years students are in the country.

· Provides further flexibility for refugee children, who frequently have had no formal schooling, thus allowing these children additional time to meet state standards.

· Allows LEP students who have become proficient in English to be counted in the LEP subgroup for two additional years – ensuring that schools are given credit when they have successfully helped a child become proficient in English.

· Codifies recent flexibility for special education students that permits the use of alternate academic achievement standards for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and modified academic achievement standards for students who have disabilities that preclude them from achieving grade-level proficiency.

· Targets assessment dollars to develop and administer appropriate assessments for special education and LEP students.

· Targets professional development dollars to empower teachers with better tools and information on teaching LEP and special education children. 

Strengthens Parental Options

· Accelerates access to supplemental tutorial services so parents can choose between sending their child to another public school or accessing tutorial services in the same year.

· Expands time period parents can enroll their children for tutorial services.

· Authorizes a new “money follows the child” program – program provides financial assistance to districts that permit Title I dollars to follow the child to the public school of his or her choice.  
INCLUDES STRONG FOCUS ON TEACHER QUALITY

As high quality teachers are the most important factor to improve student academic achievement, the Burr-Gregg bill: 

· maintains the current definition of highly qualified teachers;

· emphasizes alternative certification, incentive, differential, and performance and merit pay; and 

· requires states and school districts to implement a plan to ensure that low-income and minority children are as likely to be taught by highly qualified teachers as their peers in more affluent schools. 
In addition, the bill includes the following teacher provisions: 

· Authorizes the Teacher Incentive Fund – a program to encourage state and school districts to expand performance-based compensation for teachers and principals in high-need schools who raise student achievement and close the achievement gap.

· Authorizes the Adjunct Teacher Corp – a program to encourage highly educated and trained professionals, particularly in the areas of math and science, to teach high school courses in their area of expertise.  

· Allows school districts and principals to renegotiate collective bargaining agreements.  Under this provision, school districts and principals would be empowered with greater authority to remove ineffective teachers from classrooms, and with greater ability to reward quality teachers who agree to teach in high-poverty schools through differential, incentive, or merit or performance-based pay.
INCLUDES NEW FOCUS ON HIGH SCHOOLS
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· Requires states to establish a rigorous high school graduation rate by 2011 – linked to the expectation that 9th grade students should graduate in four years and that the graduation rate should be disaggregated. The graduation rate in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 builds on the work of all 50 states through the National Governors Association, which has signed the Graduation Counts Compact, an effort started in 2005 to find a common method for calculating each state’s high school graduation rate. 

· Authorizes a new high school program designed to increase graduation rates and encourage all students to take a rigorous high school curriculum that will ensure that they are prepared to succeed in both postsecondary education and the workforce.

· Requires states to establish a rigorous high school graduation rate by 2011 – linked to the expectation that 9th grade students should graduate in four years and that the graduation rate should be disaggregated. The graduation rate in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2007 builds on the work of all 50 states through the National Governors Association, which has signed the Graduation Counts Compact, an effort started in 2005 to find a common method for calculating each state’s high school graduation rate. 

· Authorizes a new high school program designed to increase graduation rates and encourage all students to take a rigorous high school curriculum that will ensure that they are prepared to succeed in both postsecondary education and the workforce. 

