School principals and their designees are the primary decision
makers when responding to student misbehavior. When deciding
what consequences and interventions to use, they must consult
the
Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Matrix.

If law enforcement officer is already on the scene in
an emergency circumstance, the officer may first
need to diffuse the situation and secure the scene,
without placing any student under arrest.

STEP 1. Does the Student Code of Conduct require consultation
with law enforcement?
The officer should then consult with school
officials.

YES

NO

STEP 2. The officer determines the nature of the
student misbehavior:

Minor or Non-Criminal
Student Misbehavior

Felony or Serious Threat
to School Safety

Non-Violent
Misdemeanor
STEP 3. Can the situation
be resolved with an
intervention approach
that may include the
officer talking to the
student about their
behavior; a verbal
warning; taking the
student out of the
situation in order to cool
off or other intervention?

YES

NO
STEP 4. Can the situation
be resolved by the officer
talking to the student's
parents or guardians?

NO

YES

STEP 5. Could the student be held

Resolve the situation
without an arrest.
Consequences and
interventions should be
applied as outlined in the
Student Code of Conduct,
including participation in
the PROMISE program, if
applicable. Refusal to
participate in the offered
alternatives to arrest may
result in referral to the
Juvenile Justice System of
Care and, after input from
the State Attorney offices,
could be referred to law
enforcement.

accountable through the
Collaborative Problem Solving
Team, PROMISE program or
community-based programs? Are
there any other alternatives to
arrest that could resolve this
situation? If further support is
needed but not available at the
school level, the officer may call the
district designee at Student Support
Initiatives for guidance.

YES

NO

STEP 6. Student may be arrested. The
officer must ensure that the school
principal or their designee are notified
of any school-based arrest.

Whether or not an arrest takes place, all contraband must be placed in the care and custody of law enforcement personnel or the
Broward District Schools Police Department to be disposed of according to state statute. Nothing in this agreement is intended to limit the
discretion of law enforcement. Officers responding to an incident or consulting with school officials are encouraged to use their discretion
in determining the best course of action, especially when using alternatives to arrest. In addition to the Discipline Matrix consequences, a
student who has accumulated four non-violent misdemeanors shall be referred to the Behavior Intervention Committee. Upon the fifth
incident, the student shall be referred to law enforcement, unless such referral is sooner required by the Discipline Matrix

